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1. Understanding the Leaving Cert Spanish Exam

Exam Structure Overview

The Leaving Certificate Spanish examination consists of two main components: the Oral

Examination (40% of total marks) and the Written Examination (60% of total marks).

Understanding the structure of each component is crucial for effective preparation.

Component Marks Time Percentage

Oral Exam 100 marks 12-15 mins 40%

Written Exam 150 marks 3 hours 60%

Total 250 marks — 100%

Grading System

The Leaving Certificate uses a grading system from H1 to H8 for Higher Level and O1 to

O8 for Ordinary Level. Here's what you need to achieve for each grade:

Grade Percentage CAO Points

H1 90-100% 100

H2 80-89% 88

H3 70-79% 77

H4 60-69% 66

H5 50-59% 56

H6 40-49% 46

H7 30-39% 37

H8 <30% 0

■ Pro Tip

The oral exam is worth 40% of your total grade, yet many students spend only 20% of their
study time on it. Balance your preparation between written and oral components for
maximum results.



2. Oral Exam - Complete Guide

Oral Exam Structure

The oral examination lasts 12-15 minutes and is divided into three distinct parts.

Understanding each section will help you prepare strategically and maximize your marks.

Part 1: Picture Discussion (3-4 minutes)

You'll be shown a picture and asked to describe it and discuss related topics.

Part 2: Conversation (5-6 minutes)

General conversation on familiar topics from the syllabus.

Part 3: Role Play (3-4 minutes)

You'll act out a scenario given to you (e.g., at a restaurant, hotel, etc.)

Essential Oral Exam Topics

You should be prepared to discuss these topics fluently in Spanish:

• Mi familia y yo (My family and I)

• Mi casa y mi ciudad (My house and my city)

• La escuela y los estudios (School and studies)

• El tiempo libre y los pasatiempos (Free time and hobbies)

• Las vacaciones y los viajes (Holidays and travel)

• La comida y la salud (Food and health)

• El medio ambiente (The environment)

• La tecnología (Technology)

• El trabajo y planes futuros (Work and future plans)

• Temas de actualidad (Current events)



Common Oral Exam Questions

• ¿Puedes describirte? (Can you describe yourself?)

• ¿Qué haces en tu tiempo libre? (What do you do in your free time?)

• ¿Cuáles son tus planes para el futuro? (What are your plans for the future?)

• ¿Qué te gusta estudiar y por qué? (What do you like to study and why?)

• ¿Adónde fuiste de vacaciones el año pasado? (Where did you go on holidays last year?)

• ¿Qué opinas sobre las redes sociales? (What do you think about social media?)

• ¿Cómo es tu ciudad/pueblo? (What is your city/town like?)

• ¿Qué hiciste el fin de semana pasado? (What did you do last weekend?)

■ Top Tips for the Oral Exam

✓ Practice speaking Spanish EVERY DAY for at least 10-15 minutes

✓ Record yourself answering common questions and listen back

✓ Use the subjunctive mood to impress examiners (Si tuviera tiempo... / Me gustaría
que...)

✓ Learn connecting phrases (sin embargo, además, por otro lado, en mi opinión)

✓ Don't panic if you don't understand - ask 'Perdón, ¿puede repetir?' or '¿Puede hablar
más despacio?'

✓ Use varied vocabulary - avoid repeating the same adjectives (bueno, malo, etc.)

✓ Practice past, present AND future tenses in your answers

✓ Smile, make eye contact, and speak with confidence - body language matters!



3. Written Exam - Strategies for Success

Written Exam Structure (3 Hours)

The written examination is divided into three main sections, each testing different

language skills. Time management is crucial - allocate your time wisely across all sections.

Section Content Marks Time

Section A Reading Comprehension (2-3 texts) 50 marks 45 mins

Section B Written Production (Letter/Email/Blog) 50 marks 50 mins

Section C Listening Comprehension (Audio tracks) 50 marks 30 mins

Section A: Reading Comprehension Strategy

✓ Read the questions FIRST before reading the text

✓ Underline key words in both questions and text

✓ Don't translate every word - focus on understanding the general meaning

✓ Look for cognates (words similar to English: restaurante, hospital, problema)

✓ Answer in complete sentences unless told otherwise

✓ Use evidence from the text to support your answers

✓ Watch out for negatives (no, nunca, nada, nadie) - they change meanings completely

Section B: Written Production Strategy

You'll typically have a choice between writing a letter, email, blog post, or article. Choose

the format you're most comfortable with and plan your response before writing.

Opening: Start with appropriate greeting (Querido/a, Estimado/a, Hola) (2-3 sentences)

Introduction: State the purpose of your writing (3-4 sentences)

Main Body: Develop 2-3 main points with details and examples (3-4 paragraphs)

Conclusion: Summarize and close appropriately (2-3 sentences)



Closing: Use appropriate sign-off (Un saludo, Atentamente, Hasta pronto) (1 line)

Essential Phrases for Writing

• Para empezar... (To begin...)

• En primer lugar... (Firstly...)

• Además... (Furthermore...)

• Sin embargo... (However...)

• Por otro lado... (On the other hand...)

• En mi opinión... (In my opinion...)

• Creo que... (I believe that...)

• Para concluir... (To conclude...)

• En resumen... (In summary...)



4. Essential Grammar Reference

Verb Tenses You MUST Know

Present Tense (Presente)

Regular verbs: -AR (hablar), -ER (comer), -IR (vivir)

Person -AR (hablar) -ER (comer) -IR (vivir)

Yo hablo como vivo

Tú hablas comes vives

Él/Ella habla come vive

Nosotros hablamos comemos vivimos

Vosotros habláis coméis vivís

Ellos/Ellas hablan comen viven

Preterite Tense (Pretérito) - Completed Past Actions

Person -AR (hablar) -ER/-IR (comer/vivir)

Yo hablé comí / viví

Tú hablaste comiste / viviste

Él/Ella habló comió / vivió

Nosotros hablamos comimos / vivimos

Ellos hablaron comieron / vivieron

Key Irregular Verbs in Preterite

• SER/IR: fui, fuiste, fue, fuimos, fueron (I was/went, you were/went...)

• HACER: hice, hiciste, hizo, hicimos, hicieron (I did/made...)

• ESTAR: estuve, estuviste, estuvo, estuvimos, estuvieron (I was...)

• TENER: tuve, tuviste, tuvo, tuvimos, tuvieron (I had...)

• PODER: pude, pudiste, pudo, pudimos, pudieron (I could...)

• DECIR: dije, dijiste, dijo, dijimos, dijeron (I said...)



Future Tense (Futuro Simple)

Add these endings to the infinitive: -é, -ás, -á, -emos, -éis, -án

Example: HABLAR → hablaré, hablarás, hablará, hablaremos, hablaréis, hablarán

Irregular futures: tendré (have), haré (do/make), vendré (come), saldré (leave), podré

(can)



5. Vocabulary Lists by Theme

Family & Relationships (La familia)

• el padre / la madre - father / mother

• el hermano / la hermana - brother / sister

• el abuelo / la abuela - grandfather / grandmother

• el tío / la tía - uncle / aunt

• el primo / la prima - cousin

• el hijo / la hija - son / daughter

• el marido / la mujer - husband / wife

• el novio / la novia - boyfriend / girlfriend

• los padres - parents

• los parientes - relatives

School & Education (La educación)

• el instituto / el colegio - secondary school

• la asignatura - subject

• las matemáticas - mathematics

• la historia - history

• las ciencias - sciences

• el profesor / la profesora - teacher

• el alumno / la alumna - student

• el examen - exam

• los deberes - homework

• la clase - class/classroom

• aprobar - to pass



• suspender - to fail

• estudiar - to study

• aprender - to learn

Hobbies & Free Time (El tiempo libre)

• jugar al fútbol - to play football

• ver la televisión - to watch TV

• escuchar música - to listen to music

• leer - to read

• salir con amigos - to go out with friends

• ir al cine - to go to the cinema

• hacer deporte - to do sport

• tocar la guitarra - to play guitar

• navegar por Internet - to surf the Internet

• ir de compras - to go shopping

• bailar - to dance

• cocinar - to cook



Travel & Holidays (Los viajes)

• el aeropuerto - airport

• la estación - station

• el billete - ticket

• la maleta - suitcase

• el hotel - hotel

• la playa - beach

• el pasaporte - passport

• viajar - to travel

• reservar - to book/reserve

• alojarse - to stay (accommodation)

• visitar - to visit

• el vuelo - flight

• el alojamiento - accommodation

Useful Adjectives (Adjetivos útiles)

• grande / pequeño - big / small

• alto / bajo - tall / short

• bueno / malo - good / bad

• nuevo / viejo - new / old

• fácil / difícil - easy / difficult

• interesante / aburrido - interesting / boring

• divertido - fun

• emocionante - exciting

• importante - important

• bonito / feo - pretty / ugly



• rápido / lento - fast / slow

• caro / barato - expensive / cheap



6. Common Mistakes to Avoid

Grammar Mistakes Irish Students Make

Using 'muy' with comparative forms

■ muy mejor → ✓ mucho mejor (much better)

Forgetting gender agreement

■ la problema → ✓ el problema (the problem)

Mixing up ser and estar

■ Soy cansado → ✓ Estoy cansado (I'm tired)

Wrong verb after 'gustar'

■ Me gusta nado → ✓ Me gusta nadar (I like swimming)

Literal translation from English

■ Tengo 17 años de edad → ✓ Tengo 17 años (I'm 17)

Forgetting subjunctive

■ Espero que vas → ✓ Espero que vayas (I hope you go)

Using 'tú' instead of 'usted'

■ Tú (to teacher) → ✓ Usted (formal 'you')

■ Quick Tips to Avoid Errors

✓ Always check if a noun is masculine (el) or feminine (la) when learning it

✓ Learn ser for permanent states (Soy estudiante) and estar for temporary states (Estoy
cansado)

✓ Practice verb conjugations DAILY - they're the foundation of everything



✓ Read your written answers out loud - errors are easier to catch when spoken

✓ Don't translate word-for-word from English - Spanish structure is different

✓ Master one tense properly before moving to the next

✓ Create flashcards for irregular verbs - they appear constantly in exams



7. Study Plan & Timeline

12-Week Study Plan

This intensive study plan assumes you're starting 12 weeks (3 months) before your exam.

Adjust timings based on your current level and available time.

Weeks Focus Area Daily Time Key Activities

1-2 Grammar Foundation 60 mins Present, preterite, future tenses. Verb drills.

3-4 Vocabulary Building 45 mins Learn 20 new words daily. Create flashcards.

5-6 Oral Preparation 60 mins Practice speaking daily. Record yourself.

7-8 Writing Skills 45 mins Write one practice piece daily. Get feedback.

9-10 Past Papers 90 mins Complete 2-3 past papers weekly. Time yourself.

11-12 Revision & Polish 120 mins Review weak areas. Final exam practice.

Daily Study Routine Template

• 15 mins - Vocabulary review (flashcards/Quizlet)

• 15 mins - Grammar exercise (one tense/topic)

• 15 mins - Speaking practice (answer 3-5 oral questions)

• 15 mins - Reading comprehension (one short text)

• Optional: 15 mins - Write a short paragraph or listen to Spanish podcast

Week Before Exam Checklist

✓ Review all grammar tables and verb conjugations

✓ Practice 10 common oral exam questions daily

✓ Complete at least 2 full past papers under exam conditions

✓ Review vocabulary lists - focus on weak topics

✓ Get 8 hours sleep each night

✓ Prepare exam materials (pens, pencils, ID)



✓ Relax the night before - light review only



8. Resources & Further Study

Online Resources

• examinations.ie - Official SEC website with past papers

• scoilnet.ie - Irish education resources and lesson plans

• studyclix.ie - Past papers and study notes

• SpanishGrindsOnline.com - Professional Spanish grinds and tutoring

• SpanishDict.com - Excellent Spanish-English dictionary with examples

• Duolingo - Daily practice (15 mins minimum)

• Conjuguemos.com - Verb conjugation practice

Recommended Spanish Media

• Netflix: 'Money Heist' (La Casa de Papel) - Spanish audio with English subtitles

• YouTube: Easy Spanish channel - Street interviews with subtitles

• Podcasts: 'News in Slow Spanish' - Perfect for intermediate learners

• Radio: RTVE Radio (Spanish national radio) - Free online streaming

• Music: Listen to Spanish artists (Rosalía, Bad Bunny, Shakira)

Need Extra Help?

If you're struggling with any aspect of your Leaving Cert Spanish preparation, professional

grinds can make a significant difference to your final grade. One-on-one tutoring allows

you to:

✓ Focus on YOUR specific weak areas

✓ Get instant feedback on pronunciation and grammar

✓ Practice oral exam scenarios with an experienced teacher

✓ Receive personalized study plans tailored to your level



✓ Gain confidence through regular conversation practice

✓ Master exam techniques and strategies

■ Professional Spanish Grinds Available

Visit SpanishGrindsOnline.com for expert Leaving Cert Spanish tutoring. Our
experienced teachers specialize in helping Irish students achieve H1 and H2 grades.
Available for both online and in-person grinds in Dublin.

Contact: SpanishGrindsOnline.com



¡Buena suerte!
Good Luck with Your Leaving Cert Spanish Exam!

Remember: Consistent daily practice is more effective than last-minute cramming. Focus
on understanding rather than memorizing, and don't be afraid to make mistakes - they're

part of the learning process!

For personalized help achieving your target grade, visit:

SpanishGrindsOnline.com
Expert Spanish Grinds for Dublin Students


